THE CENERAL RADICAL

I ehe 19 anad 70k, at chie heighe of the Black
Fanther moversent, people from commumnatics
acrons the LIS were onganazing to Aght endemic
T iu:l. I_\-::“u' ]::-uLﬂiL:.., mvilitarizaEo I.Il.l,"IIIIIH
space and culowral hegemony, Demanmsdaeg cha
basie wacial safety nets such a8 dayeare be put in
place an<d namang the indivsduals repomalle for
brugaliny sgainer the black and other commismniries,
the Pamther’s catalyeed 2 moment of transaniom,
creating powerful altemuatives to the order of the
day. All these years laver, motng that many of
the ¢hanges thar the Paschers fought for remain
wrgent matters iy, Walerie Palmer in this
ey iterview " Revalution m Our Lifetime"
aiks Black Panther's graphic anse and Minseer
of Cubnire Envesy Diosiglss what ehe role of am
and amises could be. “The ariisr hus to respect the
comman concern of the commumity,” Dhouglas
replics, "I you've got art that’s helping people
r\-r.lrn,' Ihl,'n’ prl'ﬂﬂrll'n. I]n,':l :rl'lll'h,' -III,'.IIII!F with
art that serves the interests of those who want
comtimue b oppress yoal. .. A& can be educationad,
it can show salulangy with athers who are strag-
F-I i B cain biave 3 -.|:i| 12 o Feaslaiiee ofF CHpe
oppression aml deal wich istinaions chag don’

serve the community™s best interesis

This converation between Palmser and Douglas
wis 31 the top of iy mind when 2 series of
funding cuts oo the a2 were mplemented by

the tederal government thes late Auguss. These
wiere hainded down wirrepatioudy, quictly, while
|:n.|rlu||'u_-|s| s ofb s ssimanser heeak and o debare
cold b bield i che Howse of Commeons. Whith
the anmoancement, leadked a wveries of justifications
that named the unaffical season for thie cus (the
afficial Fo il |'1.-i|'||¢ oG s ip“:ll.-d -..F'u.-uuhny'-tl
= the left-wing idealogecal leanings (one
decmibed as a “general radical”) of wome of the
recipients. Masking their retreat frony funding

T ] 1:||]'F LT AT TE STETTI g other prOgiesIve
inianves such as women's groups, harm reduc=
ton programs, youth rasming , rescarch instutes,
fod mapection, cnvironmental onganization

aanl healsh palicy, the Conservative governinent
explained thar they are *trimiming che "

Sance taking power m M, the Harper Conser-

vatives lave elimmated over 540 Mallbon dollar

from Cultural and Hertage Granting Programs.
The programs affected i the recont wave of
cists por the s — Proonan, Trade Roetes, the
Canadian Arcs anxd !!I.'t:l.l“':" :‘iull'\-\ull'l.lllﬂil::r
Frogram, Canadian Independent Fibin and
Valen, Mational Tramoag Program in File asl
Video and the Audio Video Presereation Tris
weere desigreesd to assisn arists, ams instimaciors
ang not=for-protit charitable organizations to
create, develop. promiote and daseminate
Canadaan an both navionally and mernanenally,
As opposieen MP Peggy Mash noted sbowt the
recent justificabona foc the cus, “There 1s real
concern the povernment 14 packusg and choosang
which arrisis e s sapporring snd which sroas e w
ot suppomingg. | ooggew, in 3 democracy, rhat s

3 dangerous thimg. ™

The attempt by this govemment to shide through
4 series ol deaste and desonan ﬂ||1-;|.1|:h- caits whils
the house is off for it ssmnser recess has been

met with cutrage from already cashe-strapped ams
anal ather noe-for-profit angnzations whe have
b |l.'l.'!=|t:_|.' fronm st ks on calmiee aad the
broader sovial safery nes tha Cansdians have
been bualding since the 1950, Withan the ars

and mot-far-profit weton, in opposition b instr-
mentalise arguments thas pronitize the anwount of
money cach saoor generaes for Cansda’s GRF,
we myust atant talking about what a healthy wociety
looks ke when it doca’t bew to a hberahzed
marketplace. The vears since MAFTA have clearly
shoom that we canmor pac ary faith in che markec
tow serve the comman goed nor allow 1= 1deo-
logacal agenda o domanate social planming. We
Gl FeiidT ||'i|,-r :|:ul F 'I,L'E'ﬂl‘. BT B :nr i1|_
ang which not aaly comiders bur prioritizes the
welfare of its cinizenry, i a ressonzhle expectanon.
And o heed Donglas” words, 18 13 time to pat our
CHCTEE AR RIFscaling el institutaens thal
o ot serve the communing's ngeress, People
across the oountry have responded o the oues

by onganizimg to defrat o Conscrvative govern-
mcat that s dhown callows dissegand for aur
'rl.d.'||-|!lr|l!|F. Wath an 1.'||.'| tic besnnii T WG Thamil
oy mabiliee our resources and @ke our sears ac the

bty tabkle.
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